HOMELAND SECURITY

Random Actors:

How to Avert Campus Incidents from Violent Acts

IN 1997, THE FIRST “TRENDSETTING”
U.S. school shooting was initiated by a
community college student who recruited
local teenagers. In January 2001, nine
months before the Sept. 11 attacks, Al
Joseph Dousman, a community college
student in San Jose, Calif., was caught with
a cache of bombs the day before he was
going to launch a Columbine-type attack
on his campus. Both of these individuals
had the Random Actor Profile — identified
in the early 1990s by investigative journalist
Dan Korem, author of Rage of the Random
Actor — Disarming Catastrophic Acts and
Restoring Lives.

Across the United States, up to 50 to 75
times a day secondary school students are
found with dangerous bombs, weapons,
and hatching plots. As students graduate, a
portion of this threat potential transfers to
community college campuses.

During ACCT’s 2005 Congress, Dan
Korem presented these findings and
offered ways to pre-identify most of these
students before there is an incident and
without stereotyping. Even better, there
is a proven intervention that guides these
students—and staff—out of the destructive
Random Actor Profile.

Trustee Quarterly spoke with Korem
further about averting dangerous
campus incidents.

What exactly is the
Random Actor Profile?
Dan Korem: People with the Random
Actor Profile possess two core behavioral
traits. First, they make decisions out of
extreme fear—paranoia. Their paranoia
might manifest itself in a diagnosable
condition, like schizophrenia.

It is from this trait that their neuroticism
and irrational acts arise. They will do what-

ever is necessary to protect assets against
real or imagined threats. They may talk
confidently, but when called upon to make
daily decisions, they operate out of
extreme fear.

The second trait is to behave unconven-
tionally—what is called the unpredictable
trait. It doesn’t mean this person is hard to
predict, rather that they prefer to operate
outside of convention. This trait by itself
isn’t harmful. Bill Gates, for example,
possesses this trait and positively applied it
to build a software empire. Random Actors,
however, possess the dark side of this trait:
anarchism and recklessness.

How does this relate to

community colleges?

DK: Since 1997, virtually every secondary
or collegiate school shooter/bomber had
the Random Actor Profile, from the 1999
Columbine attackers to Dousman to Robert
Flores who murdered three professors in
2002 at the University of Arizona College of
Nursing in Tucson.
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How likely is it that community
colleges will experience such
incidents?

DK: Unfortunately, the number of threats
has significantly increased every year since
the mid-1990s. In 1997, the first mass
school shooting that established the school
shooting/bombing trend occurred in Pearl,
Mississippi, where three died and seven
were wounded. The leader was an 18-year-
old community college student.

Your research indicates that suburbs
and small towns will most likely expe-
rience this type of incident. This
seems odd because they are the statis-
tically safest locales.

DK: Since 1997 virtually every mass school
shooting in North America and Europe has
occurred in suburbs and small towns.
Rarely is there a similar type of incident in
the inner city. Suburbs and small towns
have the opposite behavioral profile in the
eyes of a Random Actor. If you look at a
chart of the Random Actor traits you can
see that suburbs and small towns have the
Manager Profile. In suburbs there is the
predictability of neatly cut lawns and
immaculate malls, with people who are
affluent, safe and confident. This is why the
Muhammad-Malvo “sniper” duo took aim
on the Maryland and Virginia suburbs of
Washington, D.C.

How does this correlate with

suicide terrorists?

DK: For the last 20 years, the average age
of a suicide attacker has been 17 to 24, and
students are the preferred recruits. Most
suicide attackers are affluent and educated.
In February 2003, for example, I warned
British industry leaders that they must keep
a watch on their suburban teenagers — not







